INSTINCT,  INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER

Professor Spearman's sense. It only says in words what
the correlation coefficients say in numbers, that if a man
is above the average in one line, he is likely to be above
the average in another. By no means certain to be. In
some subjects not very likely to be. But hardly ever is
the betting actually against him.

The popular belief to the contrary can be traced to two
sources In the first place, exceptions are always more
noticed by the public than commonplace usual occurrences.
And so, any men who are exceptionally good at one thing,
and exceptionally bad at another, are remarked, and taken
as the type instead of being recognized as exceptions.
And in the second place, an easily understood desire for
justice in the world makes the mass of the people feel that
if Jones excels them so clearly in x9 there is probably some
other line in which they could individually rise superior to
Jones.

One hundred years ago, Sir Walter Scott felt and feared
this prejudice:

The public are, in general (he said) very ready to adopt
the opinion, that he who has pleased them in one peculiar mode
of composition is, by means of that very talent, rendered incapable
of venturing upon other subjects. . . * There is some justice in
this opinion, as there always is in such as attain general currency.
. . . But much more frequently the same capacity which carries
a man to populanty in on~> department will obtain for him success
in another (Introduction to Ivanhoe}.

Correlations reported between different school subjects,
different kinds of mental tests, etc., tend to vary between 0*2
and 0*9, with a frequent occurrence of values round about 0*5.
I think, from a considerable experience of the literature of
correlation, that this is approximately a correct report of
the facts. Now these correlations, even although they are
all positive, leave plenty of room for much individual
specialization of talent* The best way, perhaps, of con-
vincmg the reader of this, is to give some correlational facts
in extenso in the form of a correlation table. Here is one
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